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Deng Xiaoping encapsulated China's new international strategy in the early 1980s with the

slogan "peace and development," This phrase embodied a decisive break with Mao Zedong's

"international line" of "war and revolution," and shifted Chinese efforts towards developing a

peaceful, stable international environment. While Mao presided over a high-risk and high-cost

confrontational approach to international affairs that sought to revolutionize both China and the

international order, Deng's approach was to avoid ideological conflicts, and not to involve China

in matters unrelated to its own immediate interests. Moreover, Deng sought to maintain good

relations with all countries, especially those capable of assisting China's development - like the

wealthy and technologically advanced capitalist countries of the West. Whereas Mao had been
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